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ical documents ; and the volume is illustrated by a few portraits and 
other engravings. It has also a very good Index, but is without a 
Table of Contents. 



8. — Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 1858-1860. 
Selected from the Records. Boston : Printed for the Society. 1860. 
8vo. pp. xii. and 465. 

This volume, the second of the series, brings down the record of 
proceedings to the last Annual Meeting, comprising the meetings from 
April 8, 1858, to March 8, 1860, inclusive. Like the previous volume 
it contains much interesting matter, and is creditable both to the Soci- 
ety whose proceedings it records, and to the gentlemen under whose 
auspices it has been published. Among the more interesting and im- 
portant papers in the volume are numerous original letters of the time 
of the Revolution, drawn from the Belknap papers, the Heath papers, 
and other sources ; some extracts from Dr. Belknap's journal, and from 
a diary of the same period kept by Thomas Newell ; a carefully pre- 
pared paper on the " Uniform of the Revolutionary Army," by Judge 
Warren ; an admirable essay, by Governor "Washburn, on the " Trans- 
fer of the Colony Charter of 1628 from England to Massachusetts"; 
and a very thorough discussion of the subject of " Naturalization in the 
American Colonies," by Mr. Joseph Willard. The volume also in- 
cludes most of the commemorative addresses delivered before the Soci- 
ety on the deaths of Prescott, Hallam, Humboldt, and Irving, and some 
other papers of general interest, though not strictly historical in their 
character ; and it is embellished with portraits of Sir Richard Salton- 
stall and of Mr. Prescott. It affords a gratifying proof of the increased 
prosperity of the Society, and of the determination of its members to 
contribute liberally toward the illustration of American history. "We 
shall look with interest for the new volume of Collections announced 
as in preparation. 



9. — Elements of Chemical Physics. By Josiah P. Cooke, Jr. 
Erving Professor of Chemistry and Mineralogy in Harvard Univer- 
sity. Boston : Little, Brown, & Co. 1860. 8vo. pp. 739. 

There is hardly any department of natural science of which we really 
know so little as that of Molecular or Chemical Physics. In studying it 
we are reminded of our ignorance at every step. We only know that the 



